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Different Ideas

Hopkins keeps finding new ways to
get maps and rocks into schools and to
involve students.

He recently spoke to school
superintendents from 11 surrounding
counties, encouraging them to send
teachers to a January workshop in
Corpus Christi. Each school received a
framed map, a mammoth bone on a
stand and poster, all paid for by CCGS.

Hopkins also took his presentation
to high school welding students at
Craft Training Center. With the center’s
cooperation, Hopkins asked each
student to choose a bone and custom
design and weld a stand for it.

The students take the stand, bone
and posters back to their schools and
have them placed in the trophy case. A
plaque acknowledges the contribution
of CCGS and the stand designer. The
program is continuing with a goal of
placing 50 such donations in schools
by May.

Hopkins said two local welding
companies donated materials for the
stands.

Kingsville A&M biology department
leaders donated 62 boxes of bones to
two Corpus Christi schools, after
Hopkins’ presentation sparked enough
interest among student to start
paleontology clubs.

“The goal is to have each student
select a bone, determine its bone
name, animal, and then give it to a
school in a presentation with a Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi geology
grad students and a CCGS member,”
Hopkins said.

Anyplace is a Good Place

The CCGS resolved to place some
educational item in each of the city’s
local libraries.

For the new Garcia Library, the
society donated a 65 million-year-old
fossil fish (Diplomystus) in limestone.
CCGS also commissioned artist Dinah
Bowman to make a 7.5 x 3 foot mural
depicting a “snapshot of Nueces
County 13,230 years ago,” which the
posters will be copied from. Its
scientific accuracy has been validated
by experts at the University of Texas,
Texas A&M-CC and Texas A&M-
Kingsville.

A scanned enlargement 14 x 7 feet
will be installed on a wall in the
children’s area of McKinzie Library in
spring 2009.

And why stop there? CCGS also is
making coloring books of all the
animals depicted in the mural. �

Two longtime geologists who have
in their own ways made enormous
contributions to geology and the
support of geosciences will be
honored with awards by the AAPG
Foundation.

They are:
� Legendary explorationist and

philanthropist T. Boone Pickens, who
is this year’s recipient of the Weeks
Memorial Medal, the Foundation’s
highest award.

� Digital data pioneer John W.
Shelton, who will be presented with
this year’s Chairman’s Award.

Both awards will be presented in
Denver during the AAPG Annual
Convention and Exhibition. Pickens

will receive his
award at the All-
Convention
Luncheon (where he
also will be the
keynote speaker),
and Shelton will
receive his honors
during the
Foundation’s
Chairmen’s
Reception.

The L. Austin
Weeks Memorial Medal, established
last year, is given in recognition for
extraordinary philanthropy and
service directed to advance the
mission of the AAPG Foundation. It

honors the late L.
Austin Weeks,
whose philanthropic
legacy set an
exemplary
standard.

Pickens, a
Foundation Trustee
Associate since
1979, last year
pledged $9.4
million to the
Foundation’s

Meeting Challenges Assuring
Success Campaign, designated to
produce digital GIS products through
Oklahoma State University’s geology
and geography department. It is

available to professionals and the
public via AAPG’s intranet database.

Shelton, who recently stepped
down as chief editor of AAPG’s online
e-magazine Search and Discovery
(see February EXPLORER), serves
the Foundation as a Trustee
Associate and Member of the
Corporation.

A pioneer in the digital geology
world, Shelton is recognized for his
dedication and leadership in
advancing efforts to provide AAPG
Digital Products to geoscientists and
to faculty and students at universities
worldwide.

He also is a past AAPG Elected
Editor and vice president. �
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